[Interstitial lung disease and anti-TNF-alpha therapy in rheumatoid arthritis: Two different patterns?].
The first lung complications of anti-TNF-alpha therapy in rheumatoid arthritis (RA) that were reported were infections. Recently, interstitial lung disease (ILD) has been described as a consequence of this treatment. We report two cases of women treated with anti-TNF-alpha therapy for RA who both developed exacerbations of their preexisting ILD thought to be due to the treatment. In one case, this complication occurred 2 months after anti-TNF-alpha therapy, whereas the delay of occurrence was 26 months in the second case. Based on these two cases and on the first 40 observations in the literature, we hypothesize that ILD may be exacerbated according to two distinct patterns during anti-TNF-alpha treatment for RA, occurring early (most frequently) or late after treatment was started, with a mean of 4 and 26 months, respectively. Other features that may differ between these two presentations include the risk factors, the anti-TNF-alpha molecule used, the histopathological pattern, and the prognosis.